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MISTRUST of the former intellectual and professional
classes, which was one of the cardinal doctrines of the
Bolshevist regime from its earliest beginnings, was vio-
lently accelerated by the Five Year Plan.
With the plan two new words, giving expression to
the highest form of popular contempt, have come into
widespread usage in the Soviet republic These
words are "vreditelstvo" (wrecking) and "vreditel"
(wrecker). They denote the act of sabotaging the gov-
ernment's programme and the one who commits it.
Both of these terms have in the past three or four
years come to be universally applied to intellectual and
professional workers of every kind.
For the government to succeed with its vast build-
ing programme in the appointed time, it was necessary
not only to augment the engineering and technical
forces of the country, but its white collar staffs as well.
Engineers and skilled mechanics could be ordered from
abroad, but clerks and stenographers, bookkeepers,
superintendents and office managers had to be native
Russians. The government had therefore thrown open
the doors of white collar employment to scores and
even hundreds of thousands of men and women who
had formerly belonged to the classes hostile to com-
munism. Their social status was disregarded and men
of distinctly "bourgeois" origin and education were
assigned to places of high trust and responsibility.
Some of them were put in key positions.
Most of these workers, according to the testimony